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The  story  of  Otterbein  Home  really  begins  several  years 
before  1913,  with  a  suggestion  by  Granville  Hixson,  a  mem- 
ber of  First  United  Brethren  Church,  Dayton,  to  Dr.  J.  M. 
Phillippi,  editor  of  The  Religious  Telescope.  Mr.  Hixson  vis- 
ited his  aunt,  Miss  Susanna  Cole  Liddill,  a  member  of  Union 
Village,  the  Shaker  Community  four  miles  west  of  Lebanon. 
He  was  so  impressed  by  the  lay-out  of  the  Village  that  he  felt 
a  feature  article  about  it  would  be  of  special  interest. 

On  August  5,  1909  Dr.  Phillippi  came  to  Union  Village. 
At  that  time  there  were  only  26  Shakers  living  here.  They 
were  no  longer  able  to  care  for  the  farm  themselves.  Their 
numbers  had  declined  because  they  did  not  believe  in  mar- 
riage, and  there  were  not  enough  converts  from  other  faiths 
to  keep  the  sect  going. 

The  farm  and  village  were  owned  by  the  parent  Shaker 
organization  in  New  Lebanon,  New  York.  They  had  placed 
the  estate  with  a  receiver,  Judge  J.  A.  Runyan  of  Lebanon, 
Ohio,  because  care  and  management  by  remote  control  had 
become  impossible  for  all  practical  purposes.  Later,  James 
H.  Fennessey,  one  of  the  remaining  Shakers,  took  control. 
Afterward  Mr.  Fennessey  moved  to  Lebanon,  but  never  lost 
interest  in  the  village. 

Dr.  Phillippi  had  lost  his  father  when  a  small  boy,  and 
his  mother  had  had  a  very  hard  time  to  keep  her  family  to- 
gether. As  he  grew  up  he  vowed  that  if  opportunity  ever 
presented  itself,  he  would  start  an  orphans'  home. 

With  its  approximately  50  buildings  and  4005  acres  of 
good  farm  land,  Union  Village  gave  substance  to  Dr.  Phil- 
lippi's  life-long  dream,  especially  after  he  learned  that  the 
Village  was  available  for  purchase.  The  United  Brethren  had 
been  slow  about  making  provision  for  their  own  orphans  and 
old  people. 

Dr.  Phillippi  confided  his  dream  and  what  he  had  seen 
of  Union  Village  to  Dr.  W.  R.  Funk.  Together  they  began 
praying  and  working  toward  establishment  of  a  United  Breth- 
ren home  at  Union  Village. 

True,  some  of  the  buildings  were  already  70  to  100 
years  old,  and  some  had  fallen  into  disuse  as  the  Shaker 
population  decreased.  But  there  were  enough  buildings  that 
could  be  made  usable,  to  encourage  Dr.  Phillippi  and  Dr. 
Funk  in  their  plan. 

After  lengthy  negotiations  and  some  set-backs,  Dr.  Phil- 
lippi and  Dr.  Funk  called  together  James  M.  Cox,  Dayton  pub- 
lisher; William  H.  Washinger;  Frederick  H.  Rike,  Dayton 
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merchant;  Jay  M.  Cogan  and  Bishop  G.  M.  Mathews.  These 
men  signed  articles  of  incorporation  Oct.  14,  1912,  and  next 
day  journeyed  to  Union  Village.  Contract  to  buy  the  Village 
was  signed  on  an  oval  marble-top  table  in  the  northeast  tower 
room  of  Marble  Hall.  This  table  stands  in  the  entrance  to 
Phillippi  and  bears  a  plaque  commemorating  the  signing. 
Included  in  the  agreement  was  a  provision  that  such  Shakers 
as  were  then  living  here,  could  stay  on  for  ten  years,  living 
in  Marble  Hall.  (After  several  of  these  had  died,  the  few 
survivors  voluntarily  went  to  the  colony  at  East  Canterbury, 
N.H.,  in  the  summer  of  1920,  having  lived  here  eight  years.) 

Representing  the  parent  organization,  Elder  Joseph 
Holden  signed  for  the  Shakers,  and  James  H.  Fennessey  as 
one  of  the  trustees,  for  the  Union  Village  Shakers.  For  the 
United  Brethren,  William  R.  Funk  and  Joseph  M.  Phillippi 
were  the  signers. 

Some  Shakers  were  willing  to  give  the  property  to  the 
United  Brethren  as  a  gift,  but  ownership  was  held  by  Shakers 
in  the  east,  and  they  were  obligated  to  sell  it.  They  indicated, 
however,  that  they  would  be  willing  to  sell  at  a  reduced 
price  because  it  was  proposed  to  found  a  Christian  home. 
Real  estate  experts  said  that  the  land  without  buildings  was 
worth  $500,000,  and  the  buildings  (about  50  in  number) 
another  $250,000.  The  Shakers  were  willing  to  sell  the  land 
without  consideration  for  the  buildings,  which  they  said  were 
of  no  use  to  them  now.  A  price  of  $325,000  was  agreed  upon. 

Transfer  of  title  was  made  March  5,  1913  at  the 
Lebanon  bank. 

The  Shakers  were  to  receive  $50,000  down  payment.  An 
intensive  campaign  to  raise  money  among  United  Brethren 
had  resulted  in  only  $27,000,  so  $3,000  was  borrowed  to  make 
up  $30,000  in  cash.  The  Shakers  accepted  a  four-month  note 
for  $20,000  for  the  balance,  and  further  manifested  their 
good  will  by  turning  over  $7,000  worth  of  stock  and  grain 
for  a  promissory  note.  There  was  still  due  them  $100,000  to 
be  paid  March  1,  1918  and  $175,000  to  be  paid  March  1,  1923. 
This  meant  that  the  United  Brethren  would  have  to  conduct  a 
continuing  financial  campaign. 

The  next  General  Conference  was  held  in  May  1913  at 
Decatur,  111.  When  acceptance  of  the  new  institution  was  up 
for  action,  Dr.  Phillippi  was  sharply  censured  by  some  dele- 
gates, for  attempting  such  an  ambitious  project,  but  the 
majority  approved.  At  this  conference  the  name  Otterbein 
Home  was  formally  adopted. 
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GOLDEN  ANNIVERSARY  CELEBRATED 


It  was  from  this  1913  date  that  the  reckoning  began  for 
a  celebration  of  50  years  of  life  for  Otterbein  Home,  as  1963 
arrived.  Stories  about  the  Home  and  the  planned  celebration 
began  to  appear  in  Dayton  and  Cincinnati  newspapers  and 
other  publications  in  this  area.  They  attracted  considerable 
attention.  Committees  were  appointed,  and  preparations  went 
forward. 

May  was  designated  as  celebration  month.  Open  house 
was  observed  each  week  end.  Volunteers  from  Ohio  Miami 
Conference  Federation  of  E.U.B.  women,  led  by  Mrs.  Howard 
Price  of  Middletown,  guided  visitors  about  the  buildings  and 
grounds.  These  volunteers  had  been  well  briefed  on  the  his- 
tory of  the  various  departments. 

On  May  17  the  observance  was  formally  marked  by  a 
program  in  the  chapel.  Bishop  Paul  M.  Herrick  presided. 
Members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  as  well  as  other  distin- 
guished guests  were  present. 

Rev.  Donald  Baker  of  Newport,  Ky.  E.U.B.  church,  and 
Rev.  Robert  M.  Eschbach,  pastor  of  Otterbein  Home  church, 
presented  some  short,  humorous  skits  and  folk  ballads,  ori- 
ginal compositions  of  Rev.  Eschbach.  Mrs.  Leroy  Carter  and 
Miss  Flora  Belle  Schaad  participated  in  the  musical  portion 
of  the  program.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Robinson  of  Christ 
church,  Dayton,  acted  as  program  chairmen  for  this  event. 

Reception  followed  in  Phillippi  dining  room.  Mrs.  Foster 
Williams  of  St.  Johns,  Mich.,  an  expert  in  this  line,  baked 
the  1 ' Golden  Anniversary"  cake  which  featured  the  refresh- 
ment table.  She  decorated  it  after  arriving  at  Otterbein  Home 
the  day  of  the  party.  Mrs.  Williams  is  the  wife  of  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Displays  of  historical  items,  including  some  things  that 
had  been  left  here  by  the  Shakers,  were  shown  in  what  was 
then  known  as  the  Senior  Girls'  building  across  from  Marble 
Hall.  Included  was  a  desk  used  by  Dr.  Phillippi  during  the 
years  when  he  worked  literally  day  and  night  to  establish 
and  put  Otterbein  Home  on  a  secure  foundation.  The  desk 
was  loaned  by  Dr.  Phillippi's  son  Dale,  of  Dayton. 

Among  souvenir  items  for  sale  during  the  celebration 
were  small  crosses  made  by  Merritt  Stringer,  hospital  care- 
taker, from  walnut  woodwork  that  had  been  removed  from 
Good  Samaritan.  Sets  of  color  postcards  showing  pictures  of 
members'  rooms,  the  chapel,  the  hospital,  Marble  Hall,  Phil- 
lippi, were  on  sale,  as  were  two  sizes  of  pennants,  and  ball- 
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point  pens.  There  were  also  plates  bearing  a  picture  of  Mar- 
ble Hall  with  a  short  history  of  the  building  on  the  back,  and 
dolls  dressed  in  Shaker  costumes,  made  by  members  of  the 
Home  and  cooperating  groups  of  women  from  Dayton  Fair- 
view  and  Hamilton  First  E.U.B.  churches,  under  leadership 
of  Mrs.  W.  A.  Robinson,  wife  of  the  superintendent  of  the 
Home. 

A  history  of  the  buildings  then  in  use  was  prepared  and 
distributed.  Since  1963  several  important  changes  have  been 
made  in  the  campus.  Therefore  the  history  is  now  updated 
to  1966. 

NEW  BETHANY 

When  members  were  moved  into  New  Bethany  in  October 
1964,  the  building  became  again,  as  it  had  been  originally, 
a  residence  for  adults.  (See  "The  Center  Brick")  It  had 
been  remodeled,  as  it  had  been  twice  before,  to  conform  to 
present  use.  New  partitions  made  individual  rooms  available 
for  30  members.  Fresh  paint,  new  drapes,  wall-to-wall  car- 
pets in  the  wide  central  halls  that  now  became  sitting  rooms, 
some  new  furniture  together  with  the  best  from  "old"  Beth- 
any —  all  this  had  made  the  place  hardly  recognizable  as  the 
former  Boys'  Building.  When  spring  and  summer  arrived, 
flower  boxes  were  installed  at  the  front  entrance,  and  porch 
furniture  was  placed  so  that  members  could  sit  out  of  doors 
if  they  desired. 

A  covered  passageway  between  New  Bethany  and  Phil- 
lippi  building  had  been  constructed  in  the  summer  of  1964. 
It  is  brightly  lighted,  and  at  the  half-way  point  there  is  a 
rest  area  where  members  may  stop  to  visit  if  they  wish.  Along 
this  passageway  New  Bethany  members  now  come  to  meals 
in  Phillippi  dining  room,  independent  of  weather.  There  are 
both  sloping  walkways  and  shallow  steps.  A  wheel  chair  can 
be  brought  over  in  case  a  member  is  temporarily  unable  to 
walk.  The  elevator  had  been  extended  to  the  ground  floor, 
on  a  level  with  the  new  passageway. 

Moving  from  "old"  Bethany  where  some  of  them  had 
lived  for  a  long  time,  was  a  bit  hard  for  some  members. 
Larger,  lighter,  more  comfortable  rooms  and  better  facilities 
than  at  "old"  Bethany,  soon  brought  about  acceptance  of  the 
change,  however. 

In  the  remodeling  process,  third  floor  was  left  practically 
undisturbed.  Couples,  both  of  whom  work  here,  occupy  four 
apartments  in  the  west  wing.  There  are  five  single  rooms 
for  individual  workers  in  the  east  wing  of  the  building. 
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A  large  section  of  the  east  wing  of  the  third  floor  is  used 
principally  as  a  supply  center  for  the  entire  campus.  Clothing 
and  other  articles  sent  in  by  churches  far  and  near,  are  sorted 
and  made  available  to  residence  hall  matrons  for  their  build- 
ings and  members.  The  items  include  both  outer  garments  and 
underwear  and  hose.  Toilet  articles  are  also  available.  Such 
things  as  sheets,  pillowcases,  towels,  wash  cloths,  dresser 
scarfs,  and  many  other  household  needs  are  also  included. 
Cottage  members  may  draw  upon  this  source.  The  Hospital 
Administrator  can  requisition  what  she  needs.  (All  food  is 
supplied  from  the  "store"  in  Phillippi,  described  in  a  later 
chapter. ) 

RECREATION  FACILITIES 

It  was  in  October  1965  that  the  downstairs  recreation 
facilities  in  New  Bethany  were  completed.  Open  house  marked 
the  first  general  use  of  the  area.  A  small  chapel,  seating  only 
12  persons,  had  been  opened  previously.  It  was  designed  for 
personal  prayer  and  meditation  of  members  and  workers,  for 
prayer  vigils,  and  for  small  groups  wTho  wish  to  pray  together. 
Draperies  and  worship  center  were  provided  by  the  W.SW.S. 

A  small  lounge  was  fitted  up  for  the  use  of  members 
who  might  tire  while  playing  shuffle-board  on  the  court  in  the 
hall,  or  table  games  in  the  game-dining  room,  or  just  want  to 
visit.  A  kitchenette  with  refrigerator,  stove,  double  sinks  and 
ample  cupboards,  is  adjacent  to  the  game  room,  so  that  on 
some  occasions  groups  may  serve  refreshments. 

The  Fellowship  room  was  dedicated  in  a  ceremony  con- 
ducted by  Rev  Robert  M.  Eschbaeh.  Weekly  prayer  meetings, 
some  meetings  of  the  W.S.W.S.,  the  E.U.B.  Men,  and  the 
Workers'  Fellowship  are  held  here.  Occasionally  a  speaker 
or  a  motion  picture  may  be  part  of  a  program  of  recreation 
for  members.  There  is  usually  a  "party"  of  some  sort  once 
a  month  for  the  pleasure  of  members. 

One  room  in  the  downstairs  area  is  for  crafts.  There  is 
a  rug  loom  on  which  one  of  the  members  has  made  rag  rugs 
for  both  the  Home  and  for  sale.  There  is  also  a  place  where 
an  expert  in  that  line  can  do  chair  caning.  An  arts  and  crafts 
program  has  been  initiated,  to  allow  members  to  pursue  new 
and  old  hobbies,  with  some  direction  from  the  crafts  expert, 
Mrs.  Anna  Dennis. 

The  whole  downstairs  area  was  freshly  painted  and 
ample  lighting  installed.  There  is  even  a  laundry  room  for 
use  of  workers  and  members. 
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THE  "CENTER  BRICK" 

The  "Center  Brick"  building  now  known  as  "New 
Bethany"  was  the  first  one  used  by  the  United  Brethren  when 
the  Shaker  estate  was  taken  over  as  an  Orphanage  and  Home. 
It  had  been  erected  in  1844  of  brick  burned  on  the  farm.  It 
was  in  good  condition;  all  it  required  at  that  time  (1913) 
was  a  new  heating  boiler,  and  some  extra  baths  and  lavatories, 
and  wiring  for  electricity. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  King  moved  into  the  building  March 
1,  1913.  They  had  come  to  serve  as  superintendent  and  matron. 

Applications  were  received  so  soon  after  the  Home  was 
established,  that  it  was  not  possible  to  delay  accepting  mem- 
bers. The  first  aged  person  came  in  April  and  the  first  family 
of  children  in  May  1913. 

At  first  all  the  older  persons  and  children  were  housed 
in  the  "Center  Brick,"  but  in  1914  the  old  people  were  moved 
across  the  road  to  a  large  building  which  then  became  known 
as  "The  Old  Peoples'  Home."  (See  next  chapter)  . 

With  the  older  people  in  separate  quarters,  more  room 
was  available  for  children  in  the  "Center  Brick."  Girls  were 
housed  on  the  second  floor.  As  their  numbers  grew,  a  house 
was  moved  from  the  south  farm  to  a  position  between  the 
"Center  Brick"  and  Marble  Hall.  This  house  became  known 
as  the  Girls'  Annex  for  senior  girls,  and  in  later  years  as 
"Sunbeam  Cottage,"  a  home  for  little  girls.  It  was  torn  down 
several  years  ago. 

The  "Center  Brick"  had  a  large  dining  room  and  kitchen, 
accommodating  100  children  and  workers.  The  chapel-living 
room  was  on  the  second  floor. 

It  became  known  as  the  Boys'  Building  after  all  girls 
had  been  removed  to  other  locations,  and  it  retained  this  name 
until  it  became  New  Bethany. 

In  1955  an  extensive  remodeling  program  was  begun  in 
the  Boys'  Building.  The  old  double  stairway  used  on  one  side 
by  men  and  the  other  by  women  Shakers,  was  removed.  New 
stairways  were  built  and  an  elevator  installed  to  run  from 
the  first  to  fourth  floor.  (It  was  extended  to  the  basement 
during  the  1964  remodeling.)  Four  groups  of  boys  were 
housed  in  the  Boys'  Building.  There  were  senior,  intermediate, 
junior  and  little  boys,  each  group  with  a  house  mother.  All 
ate  in  Phillippi  dining  room,  walking  over  in  all  weathers. 
There  was  no  passageway  as  at  present. 

On  the  third  floor,  iive  single  rooms  for  employees,  and 
four  apartments  for  employee  families,  were  provided. 
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Some  rooms  in  the  basement  were  used  for  Boy  Scout  and 
other  youth  activities,  and  several  shops  for  the  maintenance 
crew  were  installed.  These  shops  were  retained  in  the  1964 
remodeling,  but  the  rest  of  the  area  has  been  converted  into 
a  recreation  area  for  members,  as  noted  above. 

As  numbers  of  children  declined,  only  two  groups  of 
boys  remained.  It  was  in  June  1963  that  all  children,  both 
boys  and  girls,  who  were  wards  of  Otterbein  Home  were 
transferred  to  Flat  Rock  Children's  Home,  Flat  Rock,  Ohio, 
an  E.U.B.  institution.  Prosperity  and  government  assistance 
to  parents  of  dependent  children  had  combined  to  make  it 
possible  for  many  widows  and  widowers  to  provide  for  their 
children  at  home,  so  that  the  number  coming  to  Otterbein 
Home  sharply  declined. 

With  the  departure  of  all  children  who  were  wards  of  the 
Home,  the  way  was  opened  for  returning  the  Boys'  Building 
to  housing  for  adults.  Many  consultations  were  necessary  with 
state  authorities,  including  the  fire  marshals  office,  to  obtain 
permission  for  work  to  proceed.  The  fire  wall  had  to  be 
extended  above  the  roof,  and  the  elevator  extended  to  the 
basement.  All  this  took  place  in  1964,  with  results  detailed 
above. 

"OLD"  BETHANY 

The  large  building  across  the  road  from  the  Boys'  building 
was  erected  in  1819  by  the  Shakers.  They  used  it  as  a  dormi- 
tory for  a  time,  but  when  that  need  was  no  longer  felt,  the 
building  was  used  in  part  as  a  laundry.  Several  large  fire- 
places in  the  basement  were  probably  used  for  heating  water. 
The  laundry  work  was  done  by  hand  by  the  Shaker  women. 

Considerable  renovating  was  necessary  to  make  the  build- 
ing suitable  as  a  residence  for  28  aged  members  who  had 
been  living  in  the  "Center  Brick."  Essential  features  were 
retained.  A  large  reception  room  on  the  first  floor,  rooms 
for  members,  a  large  kitchen,  dining  room  and  dish  washing 
room,  were  kept  in  original  size. 

Although  it  was  first  occupied  as  "The  Old  Peoples' 
Home"  in  October  1914  it  was  not  dedicated  until  April  26, 
1916.  The  ceremony  was  attended  by  four  Shakers,  two  of 
whom  were  still  living  here,  and  two  who  came  from  East 
Canterbury,  N.  H. 

Pictures  of  the  house  at  this  time  indicate  that  it  had 
no  porch.  In  the  superintendent's  report  to  the  board  of 
Trustees  in  1916,  however,  reference  was  made  to  "the  new 
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cement  porch"  on  "The  Old  Peoples'  Home."  In  the  Otterbein 
Home  News  of  October  1939  there  is  a  picture  of  the  roofed 
porch.  Funds  for  the  roof  were  provided  by  Mrs.  M.  S.  During, 
formerly  Marie  Shank,  of  Germantown,  Ohio.  The  picture 
caption  says :  "The  members  on  the  second  floor  of  this  build- 
ing* were  without  the  advantages  of  an  open  lounging  place. 
There  was  a  porch,  but  no  roof  to  shelter  from  the  sun  and  in- 
clement weather." 

The  News  also  refers  to  the  fact  that  the  building  "is 
known  to  some  as  Bethany  House."  In  1938  the  matron  had 
made  a  general  request  for  suggestions  for  new  names  for 
several  buildings.  Apparently  the  name  "Bethany"  was  in- 
formally adopted,  as  no  reference  has  been  found  to  a  formal 
change  of  name. 

END  OF  USEFULNESS 

In  the  146  years  of  its  existence  the  building  known  as 
Bethany  housed  literally  hundreds  of  persons,  and  was  put  to 
a  variety  of  uses.  Over  the  years  it  became  harder  and  harder 
to  maintain  as  a  suitable  residence.  It  had  many  homelike 
characteristics,  but  the  floors  sagged  and  had  to  be  shored  up, 
plaster  cracked  and  fell  in  almost  every  room,  the  windows 
were  very  hard  to  operate  because  they  had  no  pulleys,  and 
despite  the  best  efforts  of  the  maintenance  crew,  deterioration 
accelerated.  It  became  unsafe  and  was  condemned  by  state 
welfare  officials. 

After  all  members  had  been  moved  to  New  Bethany,  the 
Board  of  Trustees  was  faced  with  a  hard  decision.  Experience 
had  shown  that  salvage  companies  did  not  want  to  dismantle 
Shaker  buildings,  because  of  their  special  construction.  Their 
bids  were  impossibly  high.  To  have  the  Otterbein  Home  crew 
do  the  work,  would  mean  that  they  would  have  to  neglect 
important  jobs,  and  labor  costs  would  be  prohibitive. 

At  last  it  was  decided  to  allow  the  building  to  be  used 
as  a  practice  unit  for  the  several  volunteer  fire  companies  in 
nearby  communities,  as  had  been  done  with  the  former 
Shaker  church  some  months  before.  (More  about  that  later) . 
When  word  was  spread  through  newspaper  stories  that 
Bethany  was  to  be  burned,  considerable  objection  was  raised 
by  some  persons,  most  of  whom  lived  at  a  distance  and  had 
never  seen  Otterbein  Home.  They  did  not  understand  the 
actual  state  of  the  building. 

The  decision  stood.  Literally  everthing  of  value  was  re- 
moved— woodwork,  mantels,  flooring,  bathroom  fixtures,  etc. 
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A  contractor  stripped  the  building  of  everthing  that  Otterbein 
Home  itself  had  not  taken  out  for  preservation. 

On  August  28,  1965,  approximately  100  volunteer  firemen 
practiced  simulated  rescues,  using  latest  techniques.  This 
experience  was  valuable  to  all  the  several  communities  they 
represented.  Then  on  October  9,  1965,  more  drills  and  rescue 
techniques  were  practiced  before  the  building  was  set  afire 
about  noon.  It  was  soon  a  mass  of  roaring  flames.  Even  though 
the  building  had  been  in  extremely  bad  condition,  some  of 
the  outer  walls  and  tall  chimneys  withstood  and  contained  the 
fire  to  considerable  extent,  minimizing  necessary  protection 
for  trees  and  adjacent  buildings. 

All  rubble  is  being  cleared  away  at  this  writing  (January 
1966) .  It  is  planned  to  create  a  lawn  and  flower  garden  where 
"old"  Bethany  stood,  thus  erasing  from  the  Home  scene 
(except  in  memory)  one  of  the  landmarks  of  the  old  Shaker 
Community. 

Bethany  has  had  comparatively  few  changes  in  matrons. 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Scott  McNeely  came  to  Otterbein  Home  as 
members  in  July  1945,  but  Rev.  McNeely  died  a  few  weeks 
thereafter.  They  were  from  Indiana  White  River  conference 
(now  Indiana  South.)  Mrs.  McNeely  became  matron  of  Beth- 
any Nov.  5,  1945  and  continued  until  the  spring  of  1954.  She 
then  returned  to  member  status  and  lived  in  Phillippi  building 
until  her  death  Dec.  3,  1960. 

Mrs.  McNeely  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  Lena  Rabuck, 
widow  of  Rev.  Earl  Rabuck  of  Iowa  conference,  who  became 
Bethany  matron  March  20,  1954  and  continued  until  her 
retirement  May  1,  1964.  She  then  became  a  member  and  now 
lives  in  Phillippi. 

Mrs.  Rabuck  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  Freda  Bright,  cur- 
rently matron  of  New  Bethany.  With  her  husband,  Thomas, 
Mrs.  Bright  served  for  several  years  at  Red  Bird  Mission. 
Mr.  Bright  is  on  the  maintenance  staff. 

Mrs.  Agnes  Renner  Myers  is  assistant  matron  of  New 
Bethany.  She  came  to  Otterbein  Home  March  20,  1949  from 
Indiana  South  conference,  and  has  served  in  many  capacities. 
She  was  married  to  Russell  Myers  in  the  Home  chapel  at 
Easter  time  1950.  At  present  Mrs.  Myers  is  in  charge  of  the 
supply  area  on  third  floor  four  days  a  week.  Mr.  Myers  was  on 
the  garden  and  maintenance  crews  for  many  years.  He  became 
a  member  of  the  Home  in  January  1965.  He  died  March 
15,  1966. 
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PHILLIPPI  BUILDING 


By  1919  the  need  for  increased  facilities,  especially  more 
dining  and  dormitory  space,  was  acute.  A  study  of  the  needs 
had  been  authorized  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  April  1916. 
It  was  decided  to  carry  on  construction  of  a  new  school  house 
and  a  new  administration  building  simultaneously.  The  admin- 
istration building  was  to  house  the  superintendent  as  well  as 
teachers  in  the  school,  and  an  adjoining  and  connected  build- 
ing was  to  contain  the  large  main  dining  room,  the  chapel, 
and  a  children's  hospital.  Large  porches  would  afford  some 
sunshine  and  fresh  air  for  patients  who  could  be  out. 

By  1921  it  became  evident  that  the  new  administration 
building  cost  was  far  above  the  funds  available.  Eight  car- 
loads of  materials  were  obtained  from  an  army  camp,  includ- 
ing heating  apparatus,  and  100  good  used  doors  were  pur- 
chased, but  even  these  economies  were  not  enough.  The  school 
building  had  been  finished  and  dedicated. 

For  14  years  the  building  stood  unfinished.  It  was  finally 
completed  by  the  gift  of  $40,000  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Condo 
of  Columbus,  Indiana.  Mrs.  Condo's  picture  hangs  in  the 
entrance  to  Phillippi. 

Dr.  Phillippi  had  been  a  member  of  a  church  served  by 
Rev.  Condo.  He  had  made  a  special  trip  to  Kentucky  to  bring 
a  carload  of  children  to  Otterbein  Home.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Condo 
had  known  and  kept  in  close  touch  with  these  children,  and 
Dr.  Phillippi's  bringing  them  to  the  Home  led  to  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Condo's  first  interest  in  the  Home.  Then  they  happened 
to  see  one  of  the  "Annuals"  published  in  behalf  of  the  Home. 

They  specified  that  the  building  was  to  be  called  Phillippi 
Memorial  Building.  It  was  finally  completed  and  dedicated 
June  13, 1935.  It  is  of  highly  fire  resistant  construction.  At  the 
time  of  dedication  Rev.  Condo  made  an  additional  gift  to  make 
it  debt  free.  The  large  contributions  of  the  Condos  were  re- 
markable because  Rev.  Condo  had  received  less  than  $1000 
per  year  during  all  the  years  of  his  pastorate. 

The  building  was  occupied  September  20,  1935.  The 
Otterbein  Home  News  mentions  that  Rev.  Condo  was  "resid- 
ing there"  but  there  is  no  indication  that  he  was  a  member. 
This  may  refer  to  a  visit,  as  he  came  often  to  note  progress 
during  the  construction,  and  was  probably  here  for  moving 
day. 

Completion  of  the  building  made  it  possible  to  move  the 
Otterbein  Home  offices,  which  had  been  maintained  in  the 
U.B.  building  in  Dayton,  to  the  Phillippi  location.  The  hospital 
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was  moved  from  Good  Samaritan  to  the  second  and  third 
floors  of  Phillippi.  Nurses  and  a  few  members  were  housed 
on  the  fourth  floor.  The  dining  room  was  available  not  only 
for  the  children  and  workers  of  the  home,  but  for  large  groups 
of  visitors. 

In  1960  major  remodeling  of  Phillippi  building  was 
undertaken,  following  removal  of  the  hospital  to  the  newly 
remodeled  school  building.  First  floor  office  space  was  re- 
arranged. The  treasurer's  office  was  enlarged  to  three  rooms, 
and  larger  offices  were  created  for  the  superintendent  and 
matron.  A  receptionist's  office  was  made  at  the  top  of  the 
entrance  stairs.  Miss  Florence  Edwards  of  Ohio  Southeast 
conference  came  July  18,  1960,  to  be  receptionist  and  secre- 
tary for  the  administrative  staff.  She  had  had  experience  in 
Christian  Education  work  in  several  churches,  and  has  led 
numerous  devotional  meetings.  She  is  president  of  the  Campus 
Workers'  Fellowship. 

Mrs.  Georgina  Fear  came  in  early  1966  to  serve  as 
cashier  and  as  secretary  to  the  superintendent  and  treasurer. 

The  mail  office  was  moved  to  larger  quarters.  Mrs.  Elta 
Risley  Roberts,  former  matron,  who  had  come  from  Indiana 
North  conference,  took  care  of  the  mail  for  several  years, 
succeeding  Miss  Katie  Cromer  of  Ohio  Southeast  conference, 
who  had  been  office  secretary  before  retiring  and  becoming 
a  member  of  the  Home.  Mrs,  Edith  Shelley  of  Ohio  Miami 
conference  has  been  in  charge  for  the  past  several  years  and 
continues  in  that  capacity. 

This  is  not  actually  a  post  office,  but  does  afford  most  of 
the  accommodation  of  a  postoffice.  Stamps  and  envelopes  are 
sold,  outgoing  packages  weighed,  money  orders  prepared  for 
the  mailman  to  take  to  Lebanon  Postoffice.  Outgoing  mail  is 
readied  for  pick-up  and  incoming  mail  is  sorted  for  the 
various  buildings,  and  carried  to  them  by  individuals  assigned 
to  this  duty. 

Construction  of  a  fire  escape  on  the  south  side  of  Phillippi 
in  1962  necessitated  bricking  up  of  windows  on  the  first  and 
second  floors,  and  installation  of  fire  doors  opening  onto  the 
fire  escape.  This  made  the  office  at  the  south  end  of  the  first 
floor  hall  windowless.  An  air  conditioner  was  installed  and 
the  room  converted  to  the  use  of  a  typist.  Another  room, 
formerly  occupied  by  a  member  and  later  used  for  guests, 
was  converted  to  office  use. 

The  dining  room  was  completely  done  over,  making  it 
attractive  and  cheerful.  Since  then  the  kitchen  has  been 
modernized,  with  electric  ranges,  refrigerators,  freezers,  ice 
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making  machines,  and  a  variety  of  other  appliances,  as  well 
as  stainless  steel  sinks  and  tables. 

The  old  "hospital  floor"  (now  third  floor)  was  remodeled 
to  include  11  apartments.  Long  porches  were  enclosed  to  make 
living-room  areas.  Five  of  the  apartments  were  originally 
intended  for  couples.  These  have  complete  bathrooms  with 
showers.  The  six  apartments  for  single  persons  are  equipped 
with  toilet  and  lavatory  accommodations.  Showers  are  avail- 
able in  rooms  at  the  end  of  the  hall. 

Second  and  fourth  floors  were  completely  renovated  for 
occupancy  by  members  who  had  been  living  in  Good  Samari- 
tan, and  some  new  members.  Phillippi  now  has  a  capacity  of 
32  members. 

Mrs.  Leola  Forwood  of  Illinois  conference,  matron  of 
Good  Samaritan  since  March  1937,  became  matron  of  Phil- 
lippi after  her  members  were  transferred  in  February  1960. 
She  retired  July  31,  1961,  after  almost  25  years  of  service 
here.  She  now  lives  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Maxine  Conrad, 
at  Newark,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Forwood  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  Susie 
Coonrad  from  July  24,  1961  to  January  1963. 

Then  Mrs.  Leta  Birminghan  of  Illinois  conference,  who 
had  been  in  charge  of  the  dining  room  since  1960,  became 
Phillippi  matron  January  15,  1963,  and  served  for  three  years. 
She  retired  December  31,  1965  and  moved  to  Benton,  Ohio, 
with  her  husband,  Thomas,  a  former  member  of  the  main- 
tenance staff.  Mr.  Birmingham  had  been  in  ill  health  for 
several  years,  unable  to  work.  The  Birminghams  had  been 
at  Otterbein  Home  since  1955.  At  first  Mrs.  Birmingham  was 
house  mother  for  junior  boys. 

Mrs.  Celine  Jessmer  came  June  1,  1961  from  Ohio  East 
conference.  She  served  as  assistant  matron  in  Phillippi,  and 
as  hostess  in  the  dining  room.  Upon  retirement  of  Mrs.  Bir- 
mingham she  was  made  matron  of  Phillippi  and  cottages  as 
of  January  1,  1966.  Mrs.  Edith  Lidster  of  West  Virginia  con- 
ference, who  had  been  housekeeper  and  dining  room  assistant, 
was  made  assistant  matron  of  Phillippi  at  the  time  Mrs. 
Jessmer  became  matron. 

In  the  basement  of  Phillippi  is  a  food  "store"  from  which 
kitchens  of  the  Nursing  Care  Center,  residence  halls,  and  cot- 
tages, are  largely  supplied.  For  several  years  Homer  Scott 
of  Ohio  East  conference  was  the  storekeeper,  but  he  left  this 
post  for  health  reasons.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Ragle  of  Indiana 
South  conference  have  charge  at  present.  Mrs.  Ragle  tends 
store  in  the  morning  and  does  mending  at  the  laundry  in  the 
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afternoon.  Mr.  Ragle  operates  the  delivery  truck,  and  also 
carries  laundry  to  and  from  the  various  buildings. 

The  heating  plant  and  large  walk-in  refrigerator  are 
also  in  the  basement.  A  new  oil-burning  furnace  and  boiler 
were  installed  in  the  autumn  of  1960,  at  the  same  time  all 
furnaces  on  campus  were  converted  to  oil.  These  replaced 
old,  unreliable  coal-fueled  plants. 

For  the  first  ten  years  Phillippi  had  no  elevator.  In  1945 
a  gift  of  $100  was  received  for  "an  elevator  fund."  An  appeal 
was  made  for  further  contributions.  The  Otterbein  Home 
Auxiliary  raised  $6,000  and  the  remainder  of  the  cost  of 
$16,393  was  paid  from  other  sources.  The  elevator  was  first 
used  on  Easter  Day  1947.  It  enabled  hospital  patients  in  their 
wheel  chairs  to  attend  services  in  the  chapel,  and  other  aged 
persons  could  go  to  and  from  the  dining  room  without  diffi- 
culty. They  had  been  toiling  up  and  down  stairs  of  several 
flights. 

MARBLE  HALL 

When  Marble  Hall  was  built  by  the  Shakers  in  1810,  it 
was  said  to  be  the  finest  building  in  the  state,  far  finer  than 
any  in  Cincinnati.  The  long  hall,  floored  in  marble,  the  white 
walnut  wood  trim,  made  and  still  make  it  outstanding.  The 
Shakers  used  it  as  their  administration  building. 

It  was  in  this  building  on  a  large  oval  table  now  standing 
in  the  entrance  to  Phillippi  building,  that  the  contract  to  pur- 
chase was  signed  in  October  1912  by  Elder  Joseph  Holden 
for  the  Shakers,  and  William  R.  Funk  and  J.  M.  Phillippi 
for  the  United  Brethren.  The  actual  transfer  of  4005  acres  of 
land  and  the  buildings  on  it,  was  made  March  5,  1913. 

A  few  Shakers  who  had  remained  in  the  "Center  Brick" 
(now  New  Bethany)  moved  to  Marble  Hall,  according  to  an 
agreement  made  at  the  time  of  transfer  of  the  property.  They 
lived  there  until  all  but  a  very  few  had  been  taken  by  death. 
The  remaining  few  left  in  1920,  two  years  before  their  occu- 
pancy agreement  was  to  expire.  They  went  to  East  Canter- 
bury, N.  H.,  to  a  Shaker  colony. 

The  building  then  became  the  Administration  Building 
for  Otterbein  Home,  as  well  as  the  residence  of  the  superin- 
tendent and  matron,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  King.  Accounting  for 
the  Home  was  all  done  by  Mrs.  King.  In  the  "Old  Administra- 
tion" building,  as  it  came  to  be  known,  the  mail  was  distri- 
buted and  a  good  deal  of  canning  was  done  in  the  kitchen.  It 
was  not  until  Phillippi  building  was  completed  and  the  admin- 
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istrative  offices  moved,  that  Marble  Hall  became  a  dormitory 
for  old  people. 

In  the  Otterbein  Home  News  of  Nov.-Dec.  1940,  under 
a  picture  of  the  building,  the  text  mentions  a  "wide  marble 
hall  running  through  the  center,  which  tempts  some  to  call 
the  building  'Marble  Hall/  The  building  is  a  memorial  to  Dr. 
W.  R.  Funk." 

Dr.  Funk  was  one  of  the  dedicated  men  who  gave  whole- 
heartedly of  his  time  and  strength  to  the  establishment  and 
development  of  Otterbein  Home.  After  he  became  disabled 
due  to  an  accident,  he  lived  out  his  remaining  life  here. 

Marble  Hall  now  houses  17  aged  persons.  It  has  had  a 
succession  of  matrons.  Mrs.  Ida  E.  McCalley  came  June  23, 
1937  from  Ohio  Miami  conference,  and  remained  as  matron 
until  1954.  She  died  in  the  Otterbein  Home  hospital  in  October 
1954.  On  October  15,  1954  Mrs.  Elnora  Wells  came  from 
Indiana  South  conference,  and  remained  until  Dec.  31,  1960 
when  she  left  to  marry  Dr.  V.  H.  Allman,  at  that  time  super- 
intendent of  the  Home  on  leave  of  absence. 

Mrs.  Wells  was  suceeded  by  Mrs.  Osie  Bonebrake  of  Illi- 
nois conference,  who  had  been  a  practical  nurse  in  our  hos- 
pital since  Jan.  13,  1958.  This  was  Mrs.  Bonebrake's  second 
tour  of  duty  at  Otterbein  Home.  She  had  been  a  nurse  here 
when  the  hospital  was  located  in  the  old  Good  Samaritan 
building.  She  was  assistant  matron  in  Phillippi  for  a  time. 
She  was  matron  of  Marble  Hall  from  March  1,  1961  to  Dec. 
31,  1962. 

Mrs.  Mabel  Sheneman  of  Indiana  North  conference,  who 
had  been  house  mother  for  girls  since  Aug.  1,  1954,  became 
matron  of  Marble  Hall  Jan.  1,  1963.  She  retired  Dec.  31,  1965 
and  is  living  in  Phillippi. 

Mrs.  Ruth  Terry  of  Indiana  South  conference  became 
matron  of  Marble  Hall  January  1,  1966,  and  continues  in  that 
position.  Her  husband,  Otto,  is  on  the  maintenance  staff. 

NURSING  CARE  CENTER 

At  an  Executive  Committee  meeting  in  1966,  the  name 
of  the  Otterbein  Home  Hospital  was  formally  changed  to 
Nursing  Care  Center,  to  more  accurately  indicate  its  func- 
tions. For  purposes  of  this  account,  however,  it  will  be  called 
the  hospital,  because  that  was  the  name  it  was  known  by  for 
many  years. 

It  was  in  October  1959,  after  a  year-long  remodeling  had 
been  completed  that  the  present  hospital  was  occupied.  It  was 
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formerly  the  Otterbein  Home  School.  It  has  a  capacity  of  80 
patients.  A  large  number  of  these  are  permanent  residents. 
Some  are  bedfast  and  others  can  be  up  and  about  part  of  the 
time,  but  need  daily  assistance.  All  of  the  rooms  are  furnished 
as  memorials,  or  in  honor  of  loved  ones,  by  individuals  or 
organizations. 

This  is  actually  a  nursing  home.  Those  patients  who  need 
special  diagnosis  are  taken  to  Middletown  Hospital,  where 
X-ray  and  all  needed  facilities  are  available.  Some  patients 
who  need  particular  treatments  are  also  taken  to  Middletown 
Hospital,  as  are  all  those  needing  surgery.  As  soon  as  they 
are  able,  however,  they  are  returned  to  Otterbein  Home,  and 
here  nursed  back  to  optimum  health. 

Dr.  Ross  Hill,  a  member  of  First  E.U.B.  church,  Middle- 
town,  has  been  the  Home  physician  since  April  1943.  He 
succeeded  the  Drs.  Edward  and  Robert  Blair,  brothers,  of 
Lebanon,  who  took  care  of  the  early  needs  of  the  Home.  Their 
father,  Dr.  Benjamin  Holloway  Blair,  had  been  physician 
for  the  Shakers  for  50  years.  He  continued  with  the  Home  for 
a  time,  until  his  sons  took  over. 

Miss  Edna  Proctor,  registered  nurse,  of  Wisconsin,  was 
head  nurse  from  1935  to  1954.  She  managed  the  hospital  under 
the  difficult  circumstances  of  its  location  in  Phillippi.  Miss 
Proctor  became  a  member  of  the  Home  in  1956.  She  lived  in 
Phillippi  for  several  years,  but  was  a  hospital  patient  for 
some  time  before  her  death  June  26,  1965. 

Mrs.  Howard  (Leta)  Irick  of  Ohio  Sandusky  conference, 
who  had  served  Good  Samaritan  as  assistant  matron  since 
Nov.  1951,  succeeded  Miss  Proctor  in  June  1955.  Mrs.  Irick 
had  had  a  good  foundation  training  for  nursing.  She  is  now 
Hospital  Administrator.  Mrs.  Ralph  (Charlotte)  Alvis  came 
March  1,  1960  to  be  Director  of  Nursing.  She  is  a  registered 
nurse  with  experience  in  Columbus  hospitals.  Her  husband 
is  superintendent  of  the  Lebanon  Correctional  Institution. 

When  a  member  living  in  any  of  the  residence  halls  or  one 
of  the  cottages  is  ill,  he  is  taken  to  the  Nursing  Care  Center 
and  returned  to  his  room  if  and  when  able  to  look  after  him- 
self. The  station  wagon  is  used  as  an  ambulance. 

When  the  Home  was  first  established,  a  nurse  was  employed 
for  each  building.  Then  a  hospital  area  was  set  aside  in  the 
"Center  Brick"  (New  Bethany)  and  later  in  Marble  Hall. 
When  Good  Samaritan  was  opened  in  1923  that  building  be- 
came the  hospital.  The  move  to  Phillippi  building  was  made 
after  Phillippi  was  finished  in  1935,  and  the  hospital  remained 
there  on  second  and  third  floors  (with  nurses'  quarters  on 
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the  fourth  floor)  until  the  present  building  was  occupied 
in  October  1959. 

As  more  and  more  aged  persons  come  to  Otterbein  Home 
in  need  of  nursing  care,  the  hospital,  which  seemed  in  1959 
to  be  adequate  for  many  years,  is  already  often  used  to  full 
capacity. 

Beginning  Jan.  17,  1966  nursing  service  was  extended. 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Hampton  Shaferly  of  Illinois  conference,  took 
over  night  duty  in  the  residence  halls.  She  looks  into  each 
member's  room  approximately  each  hour  to  ascertain  if  all 
is  well.  In  case  of  illness  or  accident  she  gives  first  aid,  and 
when  conditions  indicate,  she  consults  by  telephone  with  Mrs. 
Alvis,  Director  of  Nursing,  at  her  home.  Together  they  de- 
termine whether  the  patient  should  go  to  our  Nursing  Care 
Center  or  to  Middletown  Hospital  for  emergency  care.  In  the 
latter  circumstances,  transfer  is  made  directly  to  Middletown 
Hospital,  thus  obtaining  maximum  help  with  minimum  delay. 

This  program  gives  members  a  greater  sense  of  security 
at  night,  and  enables  the  Nursing  Care  Center  night  super- 
visor to  remain  there,  instead  of  being  called  away  from  her 
post,  as  had  been  the  case  on  many  occasions.  It  also  enables 
house  matrons  to  get  more  rest  instead  of  being  up  and  down 
all  night  to  look  after  their  members. 

Mrs.  Shaferly  was  with  a  medical  clinic  in  Charleston, 
111.  for  many  years.  She  is  a  Licensed  Practical  Nurse.  She 
came  to  Otterbein  Home  in  December  1964. 

GOOD  SAMARITAN 

Good  Samaritan  was  the  first  of  the  large  residence  halls 
on  campus  to  be  abandoned.  It  was  burned  Dec.  15, 1963,  after 
everything  of  value  had  been  removed.  It  had  been  unoccupied 
for  almost  three  years,  after  members  had  been  moved  to  the 
remodeled  Phillippi  building. 

From  some  of  the  walnut  woodwork  taken  out  of  Good 
Samaritan,  Merritt  Stringer,  caretaker  at  the  hospital,  fash- 
ioned a  large  number  of  small  crosses,  which  sold  readily 
during  the  50th  anniversary  observance.  Some  of  the  bricks 
from  the  outer  walls  were  purchased  by  Dr.  W.  K.  Messmer 
for  a  building  at  his  summer  home.  Mantels,  mirrors,  furni- 
ture and  some  equipment  was  removed  and  stored  or  put  to 
use  in  other  buildings  on  campus. 

Removal  of  the  large  building  where  the  road  turns 
sharply,  was  a  benefit  to  traffic,  as  visibility  had  been  poor 
there  and  several  accidents  had  occurred. 
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Good  Samaritan  was  on  what  the  Shakers  called  "The 
North  Farm."  Bricks  used  in  its  construction  had  been  fired 
on  the  farm.  The  principal  portion  of  the  house  was  erected 
in  1823,  and  an  extension  was  added  in  later  years.  Shakers 
who  worked  the  North  farm  lived  there.  Later  it  was  used 
as  a  tenant  house,  before  it  became  property  of  Otterbein 
Home. 

At  first  Otterbein  Home  had  no  separate  provision  for 
those  who  were  ill  or  became  helpless.  In  addition  to  matron 
and  housekeepers  in  each  building,  a  nurse  was  employed  to 
look  after  the  sick.  Then  a  hospital  was  established  in  the 
Center  Brick  (New  Bethany)  and  later  moved  to  Marble  Hall. 

It  was  on  Thanksgiving  Day  1918  that  the  remodeled 
building  on  the  North  farm  was  dedicated  and  the  name 
changed  from  the  "Home  for  the  Helpless"  to  "Good  Samari- 
tan." The  building  had  a  capacity  of  50  members.  Its  library 
was  furnished  in  genuine  leather  upholstered  furniture  from 
the  Elks  lodge  hall  in  Dayton.  The  bedroom  and  sitting  room 
furniture  was  all  new. 

Good  Samaritan  was  used  as  a  hospital  until  Phillippi 
was  completed  and  the  patients  were  moved  to  what  had 
originally  been  designed  as  a  Children's  Hospital  on  the 
second  and  third  floors. 

After  this,  Good  Samaritan  became  a  dormitory  for 
aged  members  until  1960,  when  remodeling  of  Phillippi  was 
completed  and  the  members  were  moved  to  Phillippi.  Good 
Samaritan  was  then  closed,  except  for  use  for  a  short  while 
as  living  quarters  for  a  few  workers. 

There  was  one  dreadful  summer  (1918)  when  a  scarlet 
fever  epidemic,  together  with  a  large  number  of  cases  of 
measles,  overtaxed  the  isolation  house  near  Good  Samaritan, 
and  a  tent  had  to  be  set  up  to  accommodate  some  of  the 
patients.  At  one  time  the  house  now  used  as  a  caretaker's 
residence  at  the  entrance  to  Armco  Park,  was  situated  across 
the  road  beside  Good  Samaritan,  and  was  used  to  house 
workers. 

With  the  foundation  filled  in  and  the  ground  leveled, 
there  is  very  little  indication  of  where  the  old  farmhouse  stood 
just  east  of  Good  Samaritan.  The  house  was  destroyed  by 
controlled  fire  in  late  summer  1963.  It  was  beyond  use  as  a 
residence.  Everything  of  value  was  removed  before  the  fire 
was  set.  A  garage  and  silo  have  been  left  standing  on  the  lot, 
and  are  used  to  some  extent  by  the  farm  crew. 
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"ROSE  COTTAGE"  STILL  IN  USE 

"Rose  Cottage"  immediately  south  of  Marble  Hall  is  still 
in  use  as  a  residence.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D wight  B.  Williams  and 
their  six  children  have  lived  there  since  August  1963.  Mr. 
Williams  came  from  Columbus,  Ohio  Southeast  conference, 
to  be  Otterbein  Home  bookkeeper. 

Like  New  Bethany,  this  house  was  returned  to  its  original 
use  after  a  long  series  of  changes. 

It  was  on  July  4,  1917  that  it  was  dedicated  as  a  home 
for  the  children  of  missionaries.  The  first  superintendent  and 
matron  of  Otterbein  Home,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  King  had 
planned  such  a  home  for  Westerville,  Ohio,  when  they  retired 
from  the  mission  field  in  Africa.  After  they  came  to  Otterbein 
Home  it  seemed  natural  that  such  provision  should  be  made 
here. 

The  house  was  built  in  1811  and  supplemented  other 
residences  for  the  Shakers.  Later  it  housed  the  postoffice  of 
Union  Village  for  many  years.  After  the  introduction  of  rural 
free  delivery,  the  old  building  became  a  carpenter  and  paint 
shop. 

When  the  Shakers  who  had  been  living  there,  moved  out, 
they  left  some  beds  in  the  house.  These  were  discovered  by 
tramps  who  frequently  camped  out  there  over  night.  They 
could  always  get  food  at  the  Center  Brick  (New  Bethany) 
after  Otterbein  Home  was  established. 

The  first  children  of  missionaries  to  occupy  the  house 
were  the  family  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  H.  W.  Widdoes,  who  were 
stationed  in  the  Philippines.  All  of  these  children  made  ex- 
ceptional records  in  school,  and  one  son  became  football  coach 
of  Ohio  State  University,  and  later  athletic  director  of  Ohio 
University  at  Athens. 

There  was  a  time  when  the  school  principal  and  his  wife 
lived  in  the  Mission  House,  as  it  was  called.  One  large  room 
was  used  as  a  dormitory  for  some  girls  who  could  not  be 
housed  in  the  Childrens'  Building,  as  it  was  then  known 
(now  New  Bethany)  because  of  crowding. 

In  later  years,  after  several  adjustments  due  to  growth 
of  population  of  Otterbein  Home,  the  house  was  remodeled 
and  enlarged  by  means  of  adding  a  wing  on  the  west.  This 
wing  was  actually  a  house  that  had  been  moved  from  the 
south  farm,  and  simply  added  to  the  original  structure. 

For  years  Rose  Cottage  housed  intermediate  girls.  Little 
girls  lived  in  Sunbeam  Cottage  between  Marble  Hall  and 
(now)  New  Bethany.  Senior  girls  were  housed  in  what  had 
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been  the  old  Shaker  meeting  house,  later  Otterbein  Home 
school,  which  had  undergone  remodeling.  It  stood  across  from 
Marble  Hall. 

After  numbers  of  girls  declined  sharply,  all  groups  were 
combined,  and  girls  of  all  ages  lived  together  in  Rose  Cottage 
until  1963.  That  year  some  of  the  children  who  had  been 
living  here  returned  to  their  relatives,  and  others  were  trans- 
ferred to  Flat  Rock  Childrens'  Home.  Thereafter  Rose  Cottage 
stood  empty  for  a  short  time,  until  the  Williams  family  came. 

THE  LAUNDRY 

The  present  laundry  building  was  erected  in  1959.  It  was 
first  occupied  May  31,  1960.  Formerly  the  laundry  was  housed 
in  what  is  now  the  carpenter  shop,  where  space  and  facilities 
were  inadequate. 

This  laundry  compares  favorably  with  any  modern  com- 
mercial laundry  except,  perhaps,  in  size.  At  present  (1966) 
there  are  in  use  two  100-lb.  washers,  one  25-lb.  washer;  one 
85-lb.  and  one  50-lb.  extractor;  a  110  inch  flat  work  ironer; 
one  two-unit  press;  an  ironrite  ironer;  two  dryers;  water 
softener  and  boiler.  The  water  softener  has  cut  down  soap 
consumption  more  than  half.  The  boiler  maintains  100  lbs 
of  steam  for  ironers  and  dryers.  Ironing  boards  and  hand 
irons  are  also  used.  The  equipment  is  so  placed  that  the  work 
flows  from  front  sorting  tables  around  the  room,  through 
washers,  dryers,  ironers,  and  out  again. 

Approximately  10,000  lbs.  of  laundry  are  done  each  week, 
about  half  of  it  for  the  Nursing  Care  Center.  Phillippi,  Marble 
Hall  and  New  Bethany  have  scheduled  days  for  their  laundry, 
but  work  is  done  for  the  Nursing  Care  Center  every  day  and 
twice  on  Friday.  Members  of  the  Home  are  privileged  to  have 
as  much  laundry  done  as  they  may  need.  This  applies  to  those 
living  in  cottages  as  well  as  the  residence  halls.  Some  laundry 
is  done  for  Home  employees,  where  both  husband  and  wife 
work,  but  this  is  limited. 

Each  load  is  washed  in  two  suds  and  rinsed  five  times.  A 
pure  soap  flake  is  used  on  all  but  the  nursing  care  linen,  which 
is  washed  in  a  special  bacterial  soap  designed  to  kill  staph 
germs.  All  loading  and  unloading  of  washers  is  done  by  hand, 
and  soap  and  water  are  added  manually. 

Sheets,  pillow  cases,  dish  towels,  bedspreads,  etc.,  are 
finished  on  the  flat  work  ironer.  Dresses,  shirts,  trousers,  are 
finished  on  the  press.  Bath  towels,  underwear  and  night  clothes 
are  tumbled  in  the  dryers,  but  not  ironed.  Each  worker  is 
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trained  in  all  operations,  from  sorting  to  ironing.  Such  articles 
as  require  it  are  ironed  by  hand,  and  the  aim  is  to  have  them 
finished  as  well  as  would  be  done  in  a  private  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roger  Cole,  of  Wisconsin  conference,  are 
co-managers  of  the  laundry  (1966).  They  came  in  the  fall  of 
1952.  They  have  four  assistants  who  work  regularly  and 
three  who  work  as  needed. 

When  Otter  bein  Home  was  first  established  the  washing 
was  done  in  the  Center  Brick  (New  Bethany)  with  poor 
equipment.  "We  do  two  washings  a  week,"  reported  the  ma- 
tron in  1915.  "We  send  out  about  150  lbs.,  and  do  the  ironing 
here."  An  appeal  for  gifts  of  irons  was  made. 

By  1921  reference  is  made  to  a  new,  modern  laundry. 
The  canning  kitchen  (now  the  carpenter  shop)  was  converted 
to  laundry  use.  In  1923  reference  is  made  to  the  fact  that  the 
laundryman  also  cared  for  the  chickens,  and  in  1931  he  was 
commended  for  many  odd  jobs,  while  his  wife,  the  laundress, 
cleaned  the  hospital  and  acted  as  relief  matron  two  week-ends 
a  month  at  the  Old  Peoples'  Home  (Bethany.)  By  1951  some 
new  presses  had  been  installed  and  the  boiler  repaired,  but 
there  was  still  a  need  for  more  electric  irons. 

CHURCH  -  SCHOOL  -  DORMITORY 

It  was  March  6,  1965  that  the  building  across  from  Mar- 
ble Hall,  which  had  been  successively  the  Shaker  church,  the 
Otterbein  Home  school  house,  dormitory  for  boys  and  then 
for  girls,  went  out  of  existence.  It  had  become  useless  because 
of  age  and  deterioration,  and  salvage  companies  had  refused 
to  consider  taking  it  down. 

Therefore,  when  it  became  known  that  such  a  building 
could  provide  essential  training  for  volunteer  firemen  from 
several  Warren  county  communities,  it  was  turned  over  to 
them.  They  came  in  well  organized  groups  from  Lebanon, 
South  Lebanon,  Mason,  Springboro,  Franklin,  Waynesville, 
Harveysburg,  Morrow  and  the  Lebanon  Correctional  Insti- 
tution to  practice  rescue  techniques  that  might  well  help  them 
to  save  human  lives  in  the  course  of  their  fire  fighting  duties. 
After  these  exercises,  they  set  fire  to  the  building,  and  before 
nightfall  nothing  remained  but  bricks  and  stones  from  the 
chimneys  and  foundation. 

In  this  building  the  Shakers  had  held  their  religious 
services  which  included  vigorous  dances.  After  the  United 
Brethren  took  over,  the  feet  of  hundreds  of  school  children 
had  pounded  its  floors.  For  some  time  the  teacher-minister 
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of  Otterbein  Home,  Rev.  J.  P.  Hendrix  and  his  family,  of 
Ohio  Miami  conference,  lived  there  after  the  new  schoolhouse 
(now  the  Nursing  Care  Center)  was  built.  Then  it  was  re- 
modeled and  made  a  dormitory  for  boys,  and  after  they  were 
moved,  it  became  a  dormitory  for  girls. 

When  the  Golden  Anniversary  of  Otterbein  Home  was 
observed  in  1963,  the  building  became  a  museum  of  sorts, 
housing  an  exhibit  of  Shaker  items  that  had  been  left  on 
campus  by  the  original  owners. 

Before  the  building  was  destroyed,  all  the  Shaker  relics 
were  loaned  to  Warren  County  Historical  Museum,  Lebanon, 
where  they  are  exhibited  in  a  special  room.  Otterbein  Home 
has  the  right  to  reclaim  them  if  a  permanent  museum  is  ever 
set  up  on  campus.  Every  bit  of  original  woodwork  was  re- 
moved, as  well  as  mantels  and  other  antique  pieces. 

SCHOOL  FACILITIES  AND  HONORS 

Soon  after  Otterbein  Home  was  established,  it  became 
evident  that  the  one-room  school  that  had  been  used  by  the 
Shakers  was  entirely  inadequate.  The  youth  population  had 
greatly  increased. 

Accordingly,  the  old  Shaker  meeting  house  across  the 
road  from  Marble  Hall  was  renovated  for  use  as  a  school- 
house.  As  this  became  more  and  more  crowded,  plans  were 
laid  for  a  new  building  which  was  erected  and  dedicated  in 
1921.  It  is  of  reinforced  concrete,  with  brick  exterior,  and 
cost  $80,000. 

At  that  time  there  were  usually  about  175  children  in 
Otterbein  Home.  A  full  corps  of  teachers  was  employed  for 
grades  and  high  school.  The  school  had  a  fine  scholastic  stand- 
ing. Several  of  the  young  people  who  graduated  here,  went  on 
to  positions  of  importance  in  the  educational  and  business 
worlds.  The  school  operated  as  part  of  the  Warren  County 
school  system  and  was  supervised  by  the  County  Superinten- 
dent of  schools.  It  was  supported  by  a  school  tax  on  the  special 
district  which  included  the  Otterbein  Home  farm,  the  general 
county  school  levy,  state  aid,  and  tuition  from  other  counties. 
Members  of  its  basketball  team  won  tournaments.  The  school 
was  notable  for  all  sports.  Trophies  won  during  those  years 
are  still  on  display. 

Need  for  a  gymnasium  was  met  with  help  from  alumnae, 
by  remodeling  an  old  poultry  house.  This  served  until  1949 
when  the  present  quonset  hut  type  building  was  completed. 
When  the  old  gymnasium  was  torn  down  in  1950,  some  of 
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the  lumber  from  it  was  used  in  constructing  a  new  meat 
processing  building  on  the  center  farm.  The  "new"  gym- 
nasium was  used  for  recreational  activities  of  the  Home  until 
about  1963,  when  all  the  boys  and  girls  who  were  wards  of  the 
Home,  left. 

The  Home  school  eventually  became  a  part  of  the  Leba- 
non school  system.  High  school  pupils  had  been  attending 
Lebanon  high  school  for  some  time.  Then,  as  the  youth  popu- 
lation dwindled,  all  children  began  attending  Lebanon  schools, 
going  in  by  bus  each  day.  However,  while  a  building  program 
was  being  carried  out  in  Lebanon,  the  Lebanon  Board  of  Edu- 
cation leased  the  Otterbein  Home  building  for  a  junior  high 
school,  and  360  children  attended  here,  being  brought  out 
from  town  by  bus  every  day. 

The  building  was  vacated  by  the  Lebanon  Board  of  Edu- 
cation on  Nov.  27,  1957.  It  stood  vacant  until  major  remodel- 
ing was  begun  in  1958  and  completed  in  1959,  turning  it  into 
the  present  Nursing  Care  Center. 

OTTERBEIN  HOME  CHURCH 

Otterbein  Home  United  Brethren  church  came  into  be- 
ing at  the  same  time  as  the  Home.  At  first  Sunday  services 
and  prayer  meetings  were  held  in  the  large  living  room  in  the 
Center  Brick  (New  Bethany).  After  completion  of  the  school 
auditorium,  services  were  held  there  until  Phillippi  building 
was  finished  in  1935,  with  its  new  chapel. 

The  church  is  a  separate  organization.  Members  contri- 
bute a  substantial  portion  of  the  funds  needed  for  pastor's 
salary  and  operating  expenses.  The  Home  supplements  these 
funds  as  needed.  The  Home  maintains  the  chapel  and  the 
parsonage. 

Furnishings  of  the  chapel  have  come  from  many  sources. 
The  communion  table  and  flower  stands  were  given  by  the 
Auxiliary  of  Ohio  East  Conference,  in  memory  of  Jay  M. 
Cogan,  an  early  field  secretary  of  the  Home,  and  editor  of  the 
Otterbein  Home  News. 

Carpet  for  the  pulpit  stairs  and  altar  approach  was 
given  by  workers  at  the  Home.  The  lectern  and  chair,  and  bap- 
tismal font,  were  given  one  year,  and  the  pulpit  and  chair  the 
next  year,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Hilgedick,  Sullivan,  Ind. 
The  cross  and  candlesticks  were  given  by  Mrs.  Jessie  Funk- 
houser  of  Dayton.  The  tube  and  spring  assembly  which  keeps 
the  candles  at  even  height,  was  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank 
Robinson,  members  of  the  Home.  White  chancel  cloths  were 
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given  by  the  Senior  Youth  Fellowship  of  Otterbein  Home 
church,  and  the  hymn  board  by  Oak  St.  church,  Dayton.  Mrs. 
Lena  Rabuck,  then  matron  of  Bethany,  now  a  member  of  the 
Home,  gave  the  reading  lights  on  pulpit  and  lectern,  in  1961. 

The  organ  was  the  gift  in  1960  of  the  children  of  Mrs. 
Edith  Hart,  formerly  in  charge  of  the  sewing  room,  and  of 
Dr.  V.  H.  Allman,  the  Cole  family,  and  the  Women's  Aux- 
iliary. The  piano  had  been  a  gift  some  years  earlier  of  Ohio 
Miami  Auxiliary. 

The  present  pews  were  given  in  1961  when  Fairview 
E.U.B.  church,  Dayton,  dismantled  its  old  sanctuary  in  prep- 
aration for  a  new  one.  That  same  year  Trinity  E.U.B.  church, 
Dayton,  gave  the  glass  for  the  present  colored  windows. 

A  new  pulpit  Bible  was  given  in  1962  in  memory  of  Mrs. 
Nessie  Shively,  by  her  husband,  Laird  Shively,  and  his  niece, 
Mrs.  Nessie  Shively  Watson,  of  Mifflinburg,  Pa.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Shively  were  members  of  the  Home.  Mr.  Shively  survived 
his  wife,  but  died  Aug.  27,  1964,  in  our  Nursing  Care  Center. 

An  acoustical  ceiling  was  installed  in  March  1965,  elim- 
inating an  echo  which  had  been  especially  annoying  to  hard- 
of -hearing  persons.  Later  that  spring  hearing  aids,  similar 
in  appearance  to  telephone  receivers,  were  installed.  This 
enabled  some  persons  who  had  not  heard  all  of  a  sermon  for 
years,  to  enjoy  listening  to  the  whole  discourse  as  well  as 
music. 

Recessed  lighting  was  also  installed.  The  dossal  was 
adapted  to  the  new  height,  and  rehung.  All  this  markedly  im- 
proved appearance  of  the  chapel. 

Pastor's  study  is  at  the  right  of  the  chapel  entrance.  Op- 
posite it  is  a  room  for  small  meetings,  formerly  a  Sunday 
school  room.  Since  there  have  been  no  children  as  wards  of 
Otterbein  Home,  there  is  only  one  Sunday  school  class  of 
adults.  It  meets  in  the  chapel  with  teachers  from  among  mem- 
bers and  workers  on  campus,  and  often  guest  speakers  from 
United  Theological  Seminary,  or  other  churches. 

The  Otterbein  Home  W.S.W.S.  is  accounted  one  of  the 
strongest  in  Ohio  Miami  conference.  As  long  as  there  were 
young  people  here.  Youth  Fellowship  groups  participated  in 
all  the  usual  activities  of  any  church. 

A  prayer  meeting  is  held  each  Wednesday  in  Marble 
Hall,  Phillippi  and  the  Nursing  Care  Center.  Formerly 
the  regular  Wednesday  evening  prayer  meeting  was  held 
in  "old"  Bethany.  It  is  now  held  in  the  Fellowship  Room  on 
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ground  floor  of  New  Bethany.  All  prayer  meetings  are  well 
attended  by  both  members  and  workers. 

A  speaker  system  which  originally  connected  only  the 
chapel  and  the  hospital  above  it,  was  enlarged  in  1955  to  in- 
clude Bethany,  Marble  Hall  and  the  (then)  Boys'  Building. 
It  was  extended  to  the  present  Nursing  Care  Center  when  that 
building  was  completed.  Persons  physically  unable  to  attend 
the  chapel  can  hear  all  services  and  programs. 

The  parsonage,  across  the  street  from  Phillippi,  was 
erected  and  dedicated  in  1925  at  a  cost  of  $5,969.  It  is  main- 
tained by  the  Home. 

THE  FARM 

The  farm  at  present  comprises  1459  acres  of  which  825 
are  under  cultivation.  Approximately  300  acres  are  in  perma- 
nent pasture,  300  in  woods,  and  the  remainder  occupied  by 
buildings. 

The  cultivated  area  is  sown  each  year  to  corn,  wheat,  soy 
beans  and  hay.  Corn  and  hay  are  the  principal  feed  crops. 

Animal  population  consists  usually  of  275  beef  cattle  and 
750  hogs.  About  165  litters  of  pigs  are  farrowed  each  year. 
Beef  for  Otterbein  Home  tables  is  butchered  and  processed 
on  the  farm,  but  the  hogs  are  sold  and  such  pork  as  is  used 
is  purchased  from  commercial  suppliers.  As  the  population  of 
aged  persons  has  increased,  much  less  pork  than  beef  has 
been  used,  making  the  butchering  of  hogs  unprofitable. 

There  is  one  large  barn  for  beef  cattle  and  one  large 
barn,  formerly  used  for  dairy  cattle,  is  now  used  in  part  for 
beef  cattle  and  in  part  for  hogs.  A  finishing  house  for  hogs 
is  one  of  the  more  recent  buildings  erected.  The  barns  have 
been  built  in  the  not  far  distant  past,  replacing  ones  that 
burned.  The  dairy  herd  and  dairy  equipment  were  sold  in  the 
spring  of  1963.  After  careful  cost  study  it  was  determined 
that  milk  products  could  be  more  economically  purchased  than 
produced  on  the  Home  farm. 

Besides  the  barns,  there  is  a  maintenance  shop,  and  ma- 
chine sheds,  a  granary,  corn  cribs,  and  the  meat  processing 
shop. 

Installation  of  a  10,000  bushel  capacity  drier  and  storage 
unit  in  1959,  and  another  of  6,500  bushel  capacity  in  1962, 
has  made  it  possible  to  plant  more  acres  of  corn  and  start  the 
harvest  earlier  in  the  fall.  These  units  have  about  the  same 
capacity  as  12  ordinary  corn  cribs.  Corn  from  the  driers  can  be 
marketed  promptly  after  harvest,  for  best  price,  because  of  its 
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quality.  Wheat  is  also  dried  and  can  therefore  be  held  until 
the  market  price  is  favorable.  This  has  meant  as  much  as  20 
cents  more  per  bushel  in  some  years,  over  wheat  that  has  not 
been  dried. 

About  ten  acres  are  in  gardens  and  ten  acres  in  orchards, 
from  which  Home  kitchens  are  supplied. 

With  900  laying  hens,  there  is  a  surplus  of  eggs  to  be 
sold.  One  thousand  baby  chicks  are  put  into  the  brooder 
house  each  spring.  One  man  is  in  charge  of  the  chickens,  an- 
other man  has  charge  of  gardens  and  orchards.  A  third  man 
takes  care  of  flower  gardens  and  lawns,  with  a  fourth  man  do- 
ing most  of  the  mowing,  which  is  a  daily  chore. 

The  Otterbein  Home  farm  is  a  part  of  the  U.S.  Soil  Con- 
servation Division  program  which  consists  of  constructing 
waterways,  diversion  ditches,  and  contour  strips,  all  designed 
to  conserve  and  improve  the  soil  and  crops.  In  late  1965  work 
was  begun  on  a  circular  dam  around  1.9  acres  north  of  the 
gym.  Due  to  extremely  dry  weather,  the  work  had  to  be  halted, 
but  the  pond  is  scheduled  to  be  completed  in  1966.  It  will  fill 
from  approximately  10  acres  of  drainage,  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  water  will  be  15  feet  deep.  It  is  designed  to  provide 
more  water  for  livestock,  as  well  as  additional  fire  protection 
for  cottages  and  the  Nursing  Care  Center.  Federal  govern- 
ment surveyors  made  the  preliminary  findings,  and  govern- 
ment engineers  are  supervising  construction  and  will  give  final 
approval.  The  Soil  Conservation  participation  will  take  care 
of  a  large  part  of  the  financing. 

The  U.S.  Division  of  Forestry  is  also  directing  a  wood- 
land improvement  project  for  the  woods  on  the  northeast 
area  of  the  farm. 

Warren  McMichael  from  Indiana  South  Conference,  has 
been  manager  of  the  farm  for  several  years.  He  has  a  back- 
ground of  both  special  training  and  practical  experience. 
Four  other  men  are  employed,  one  of  whom  is  the  hog  herds- 
man, and  another  the  maintenance  man.  The  other  two  till 
the  fields  and  care  for  the  beef  herd.  Poultry  and  orchard  em- 
ployees are  separately  employed. 

The  farm  was  originally  4005  acres.  Sale  of  2005  acres 
to  the  State  of  Ohio  during  depression  years  kept  the  Home 
going  in  difficult  times.  This  tract  is  now  used  for  the  Lebanon 
Correctional  Institution  on  Route  63.  Part  of  it  is  to  be  used 
for  a  new  highway  maintenance  garage  to  be  erected  by  the 
State  in  1966.  Sales  of  further  small  tracts  to  individuals  have 
made  the  present  size  1459  acres. 
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None  of  the  old  Shaker  farm  buildings  remain,  but  evi- 
dence of  their  former  existence  (and  of  residences)  has  been 
often  encountered  during  plowing.  Many  old  house  founda- 
tions, and  some  portions  of  old  chimneys,  and  old  dug  wells, 
have  been  found.  In  fact  one  dug  well  not  previously  known 
was  discovered  as  recently  as  1963. 

MISCELLANIOUS  ITEMS 

An  important  asset  to  Ottebein  Home  through  the  years 
was  the  Women's  Auxiliary.  Each  conference  had  a  chapter. 
The  initial  purpose  was  to  increase  the  Christmas  offering 
which  was  asked  in  each  church  from  the  earliest  days  of 
Otterbein  Home.  Through  the  years,  however,  innumerable 
much-needed  items  were  added  to  the  various  buildings,  mak- 
ing life  more  comfortable  and  attractive  for  residents.  The 
Auxiliary  contributed  $6,000  toward  the  Phillippi  building 
elevator.  Carpet  for  Bethany  living  room  was  another  large 
contribution.  After  Bethany  was  abandoned,  the  carpet  was 
taken  to  Phillippi  reception  room  on  first  floor  opposite  the 
mail  office  .  .  .  Auxiliary  members  established  a  scholarship 
to  assist  Otterbein  Home  high  school  graduates  who  wished 
to  go  to  college. 

With  formation  of  Mid- West  Homes  organization  in 
1959,  the  Otterbein  Home  Auxiliary  went  out  of  existence, 
and  the  Mid-West  Homes  Auxiliary  came  into  being. 

*  *       *       *       *  * 

In  that  year,  1959,  there  also  came  about  a  change  in 
operation  of  the  Christmas  offering.  Whereas  all  of  it  from  the 
supporting  area  of  Otterbein  Home  had  come  to  this  institu- 
tion, the  Christmas  offering  now  was  prorated  among  four 
institutions:  Western  Home  at  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa;  Haven  Hub- 
bard Home  at  New  Carlisle,  Ind. ;  Flat  Rock  Children's  Home, 
Flat  Rock,  Ohio ;  and  Otterbein  Home.  Since  establishment  of 
Friendly  Acres  at  Newton,  Kans.,  this,  too,  is  included. 

*  *       *       *       *  * 

The  Mid-West  Home  News,  formerly  published  quarterly, 
is  now  issued  twice  a  year  and  distributed  throughout  the 
supporting  area  of  these  homes.  Its  editor  is  Dr.  L.  N.  Main, 
of  Illinois  conference  who  is  promotion  secretary  of  the  Cen- 
tral Committee  which  governs  Mid- West  Homes. 

*  *       *       *  * 
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The  Otterbein  Home  Journal,  a  mimeographed  issue,  was 
begun  in  January  1962.  It  is  published  each  month,  carrying 
news  of  campus  happenings,  and  feature  stories  about  per- 
sonalities connected  with  the  Home.  It  is  distributed  to  all 
members  and  workers  on  campus,  and  is  mailed  to  a  large 
list  of  persons  interested  in  the  Home. 

****** 

The  present  water  tower,  125  feet  high  and  having  a 
capacity  of  100,000  gallons,  was  erected  in  1959,  replacing 
one  that  had  become  inadequate.  Water  is  pumped  to  the 
tower  from  wells  more  than  a  mile  from  the  Home.  They  are 
on  land  which  Otterbein  Home  sold  to  the  State  many  years 
ago,  but  with  contract  agreement  as  to  use  of  the  wells.  There 
is  an  abundance  of  pure  water  for  every  purpose. 

****** 

The  swimming  pool  back  of  "old"  Bethany  was  installed 
in  1958.  It  replaced  one  that  had  been  back  of  the  water  tower, 
but  which  had  become  unusable.  It  was  much  in  use  while 
children  were  here.  They  had  scheduled  periods  for  swimming, 
and  a  life  guard  was  on  duty. 

****** 

The  first  cottages  for  use  of  members  were  erected  in 
1950.  Miss  Elva  Bennett  and  her  brother,  Lester,  of  Ohio 
Miami  conference,  occupied  the  first  one.  Miss  Bennett  sur- 
vived her  brother  and  moved  to  Phillippi,  where  she  lived 
until  her  death  Oct.  10,  1963.  The  cottage  is  now  occupied  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren  McMichael,  farm  manager  and  matron 
respectively.  The  next  cottage  north  of  them  was  erected  for 
use  of  whoever  acts  as  field  representative. 

Another  cottage  just  across  the  drive  from  Phillippi  was 
erected  for  use  of  the  superintendent.  It  is  now  occupied  by 
Mrs.  Leta  Irick,  Nursing  Care  Center  administrator,  and  her 
family.  The  present  superintendent's  house  is  on  the  east  side 
of  the  road.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Virgil  Hunt  first  occupied  it  when 
he  was  treasurer  of  the  Home.  Dr.  Hunt  has  been  a  patient 
in  our  Nursing  Care  Center  in  recent  years. 

The  cottage  erected  by  Dr.  L.  M.  Hohn  two  doors  north 
of  the  superintendent's  home,  is  now  occupied  by  Miss  Elsie 
Cundy  and  Mrs.  Nellie  Boone.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hohn  lived  there 
until  Dr.  Hohn's  death,  after  which  Mrs.  Hohn,  who  had  be- 
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come  an  invalid,  lived  the  rest  of  her  life  in  the  Nursing  Care 
Center. 

Immediately  south  of  the  former  Girls'  Cottage  (across 
the  drive  from  Marble  Hall)  is  the  cottage  completed  in  1951 
for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  F.  Crites  of  Ohio  East  conference.  Mr. 
Crites  survived  his  wife  and  continues  to  live  in  the  cottage 
with  his  niece,  Miss  Mary  McKenzie,  former  treasurer  of 
Otterbein  Home. 

****** 

Equipment  for  fire  fighting  is  maintained  in  a  building 
back  of  the  carpenter  shop.  In  1959,  according  to  state  regu- 
lations, sprinkler  systems  were  installed  in  "old"  Bethany 
and  Marble  Hall,  and  fire  drills  were  held  at  intervals.  The 
equipment  is  kept  in  top  condition,  ready  for  any  emergency. 

****** 

A  fully  equipped  beauty  shop  is  maintained  on  the  ground 
floor  of  the  Nursing  Care  Center.  In  charge  is  a  qualified 
operator,  Mrs.  Irene  Straits  of  Lebanon,  who  works  four  days 
a  week.  Patients  are  brought  to  the  shop,  some  of  them  in 
wheel  chairs,  for  bi-weekly  shampoos  and  sets.  The  beauty 
shop  is  located  in  the  Nursing  Care  Center  in  order  to  make 
it  available  to  patients  who  would  not  otherwise  be  able  to 
have  this  service.  Members  from  Phillippi,  New  Bethany  and 
Marble  Hall  either  walk  over  or  are  brought  over  in  the  sta- 
tion wagon.  This  beauty  service  has  been  a  great  morale 
booster.  It  is  available  only  to  members  of  the  Home,  and  is 
without  charge. 

****** 

Transportation  by  the  Otterbein  Home  bus  is  provided 
free  of  charge  each  Saturday  afternoon,  for  members  who 
wish  to  shop.  Lebanon  is  the  destination,  usually,  but  on  the 
last  Saturday  of  each  month  the  trip  is  made  instead  to  Mid- 
dletown,  Tri-County  Shopping  Center  near  Cincinnati,  or  to 
a  Dayton  shopping  center.  This  Saturday  outing  is  a  high- 
light of  the  week  for  well  members. 

sfc  sfs  sfc  s|c  $  3jc 

The  Otterbein  Home  cemetery  is  located  at  the  north- 
west corner  intersection  of  Routes  63  and  741.  It  was  added 
to  an  old  Shaker  cemetery  in  much  the  same  location.  There 
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was  also  a  Shaker  cemetery  on  the  North  farm.  In  1940  a 
new  driveway  was  installed,  and  a  rock  garden  and  fountain, 
as  well  as  evergreen  plantings  were  added.  The  landscaping 
was  made  possible  by  a  gift  from  Mrs.  Stella  Petry,  whose 
husband  had  been  pastor  of  Otterbein  Home  church.  Mrs. 
Petry  lived  at  Otterbein  Home  for  many  years,  taught  music, 
and  when  she  became  completely  disabled,  lived  out  her  days 
in  our  Nursing  Care  Center. 

SUPERINTENDENTS  AND  MATRONS 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  King  March  1,  1913  to  April  1,  1926 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  R.  Brane  April  1,  1926  to  June  1930 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  A.  Young  June    1930  to  July  1,  1935 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  E.  Traylor      July  1,  1935  to  July  1,  1941 

*Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Cassel  July  1,  1941  to  July  15,  1941 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Overmiller  ____  July  15,  1941  to  Jan.  1,  1947 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  G.  Myrice  Jan.  1,  1947  to  Feb.  3,  1949 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  L.  M.  Hohn  Feb.  3,  1949  to  Feb.  28,  1954 

Lewis  A.  Johnson   March  1,  1954  to  Sept.  1959 

Dr.  V.  H.  Allman  Sept.    1959  to  Dec.  31,  1960 

*William  A.  Robinson  _  Jan.  1,  1961  to  April  20,  1961 

William  A.  Robinson  April  20,  1961  to  July  8,  1966 

Charles  Dilgard    Aug.  6,  1966 

*Acting  Superintendent 

MATRONS 

Mrs.  Elta  Risley  Roberts         March  1,  1954  to  Oct.  31,  1956 

Mrs.  Catherine  Sater    Nov.  1,  1956  to  July  1959 

Mrs.  Warren  (Ruth)  McMichael  Jan.  15,  1960 

to  Aug.  31,  1966 

TREASURERS 

L.  O.  Miller    1912-1925 

E.  E.  Ullrich    1925-1933 

W.  H.  Cassel    1933-1948 

Miss  Mary  McKenzie    1954-1966 

FIELD  SECRETARY-TREASURER 

Lawrence  N.  Main    1948-1951 

Virgil  G.  Hunt   '.   1951-1953 

FIELD  SECRETARY 

H.  A.  Sechrist    1912-1930 

Jay  M.  Cogan    1930-1944 

A.  D.  Smith    1944-1948 

H.  L.  Lanahan  -          Aug.  13,  1962  to  July  10,  1964 

DIRECTOR  OF  PUBLIC  RELATIONS 
Lawrence  N.  Main   1954  June  30,  1962 
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ADMINISTRATIVE  OFFICERS  -  1966 

William  A.  Robinson  came  to  Otterbein  Home  as  acting 
superintendent  Jan.  1,  1961,  and  was  made  superintendent 
April  20,  1961,  following  the  retirement  of  Dr.  V.  H.  Allman. 
Mr.  Robinson  had  a  background  of  personnel  work  with  the 
Armstrong  Cork  Co.,  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  Pensacola,  Fla. 
After  three  years  in  the  navy,  he  joined  Otterbein  Press, 
Dayton,  and  later  managed  the  Knott  (formerly  the  U.B.) 
building  in  Dayton. 

He  and  Mrs.  Robinson  (Miriam)  have  two  sons,  Stephen 
and  Bruce.  Stephen  is  doing  post-graduate  work  at  Stanford 
University,  and  Bruce  attends  Lebanon  high  school. 

Mr.  Robinson  is  currently  president  of  the  Association 
of  Ohio  Philanthropic  Homes  for  the  Aged,  and  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  licensure  of  the  American  Association  of 
Homes  for  the  Aging. 

Miss  Mary  McKenzie,  treasurer,  came  to  Otterbein  Home 
as  bookkeeper  May  31,  1950.  After  Dr.  Virgil  Hunt  resigned 
as  treasurer,  she  became  acting  treasurer,  then  treasurer  in 
1954. 

Miss  McKenzie  graduated  from  Otterbein  College  in  1928 
and  worked  for  a  time  in  the  office  of  the  Peoples'  Savings 
and  Loan  Co.,  Barberton,  Ohio,  of  which  her  uncle,  E.  F. 
Crites,  was  president.  In  August  1929  she  went  to  Freetown, 
Sierra  Leone,  as  mission  accountant.  Dr.  J.  F.  Musselman 
was  superintendent  of  the  mission,  and  Miss  McKenzie  made 
her  home  with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Musselman.  After  Dr.  Mussel- 
man's  death,  Mrs,  Musselman  worked  in  Otterbein  Home 
office  for  several  years. 

When  she  returned  to  Sierra  Leone  in  1934  after  a  leave 
spent  in  the  United  States,  Miss  McKenzie  went  to  Harford 
School  for  Girls  where  she  remained  until  December  1948.  For 
one  year  she  was  matron  of  the  school,  and  later  was  acting 
principal  and  then  principal  during  her  final  term.  Altogether 
she  gave  19  years  of  service  in  Sierra  Leone. 

Upon  retiring  from  the  mission  field  because  of  health 
reasons,  she  did  deputation  work  for  the  E.U.B.  Board  of 
Missions,  of  which  Dr.  S.  G.  Ziegler  was  Executive  Secretary. 
For  about  a  year  she  lived  with  Miss  Florence  Clippinger, 
now  a  member  of  Otterbein  Home. 

Miss  McKenzie  lives  in  a  cottage  south  of  Marble  Hall. 
Having  lost  her  parents  at  an  early  age,  she  lived  with  her 
aunt  and  uncle,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  F.  Crites,  after  graduating 
from  high  school,  and  continued  to  make  her  home  with  them 
after  they  became  members  of  Otterbein  Home  and  built 
their  cottage.  Mr.  Crites  survived  his  wife,  and  he  and  Miss 
McKenzie  continue  to  make  their  home  in  the  cottage. 

31 


Mrs.  Warren  (Ruth)  McMichael  became  matron  of  Ot- 
terbein  Home  Jan.  15,  1960.  Although  the  remodeling  of 
Phillippi  building  had  been  practically  completed,  there  re- 
mained much  to  be  done  to  make  members  comfortable.  Mem- 
bers living  in  Good  Samaritan  had  to  be  moved  to  Phillippi 
within  a  very  short  time  after  she  took  office.  Since  she  has 
been  matron,  Mrs.  McMichael  has  directed  the  discontinuance 
of  Sunbeam  and  the  Senior  Girls'  cottages,  and  resettling  of 
all  girls  in  Rose  Cottage. 

In  1963  all  children  who  were  wards  of  Otterbein  Home 
had  to  be  transferred  to  the  care  of  relatives,  or  to  Flat  Rock 
Children's  Home.  Most  recently,  in  October  1964,  members 
were  moved  from  "old"  Bethany  to  New  Bethany,  after  a 
remodeling  and  refurnishing  job  that  required  much  time  and 
thought. 

Mrs.  McMichael  was  born  in  Randolph  county,  Indiana, 
and  lived  on  the  same  place  at  Portland  after  she  was  six 
years  of  age,  until  she  married.  She  attended  school  at  Bryant, 
Ind. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McMichael  came  to  Otterbein  Home  Aug. 
16,  1957.  She  was  house  mother  for  senior  girls,  and  Mr. 
McMichael  worked  on  the  farm.  In  Sept.  1958  Mr.  McMichael 
became  farm  manager  and  they  moved  to  the  manager's  resi- 
dence across  the  street  from  the  Girls'  Cottage  (now  the  Wil- 
liams residence)  in  June  1959.  When  Miss  Esther  George  left 
in  August  1959,  after  a  long  period  of  service  here,  Mrs. 
McMichael  took  over  management  of  Phillippi  dining  room, 
and  continued  until  she  became  matron  in  January  1960. 

The  McMichaels  have  one  daughter,  Barbara,  at  present 
attending  Indiana  Central  College  in  preparation  for  teaching. 

Charles  Dilgard,  a  life-long  resident  of  Ashland,  Ohio, 
was  executive  secretary,  treasurer  and  business  manager  of 
Ohio  East  conference  with  headquarters  in  Ashland.  He  also 
managed  Lin  wood  Camp  on  Lake  Erie,  the  conference  camp 
for  Ohio  East.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Ashland  College  with  a 
degree  in  business  administration  as  his  major,  and  minors  in 
economics  and  radio  broadcasting.  He  served  for  a  time  as 
trustee  of  Otterbein  College.  He  has  been  named  delegate 
to  General  Conference  in  1966.  He  is  a  member  of  the  E.U.B. 
Board  of  Missions.  He  and  Mrs.  Dilgard  have  three  children, 
16,  14  and  8  years  of  age. 

FORMER  PERSONNEL 

Lewis  A.  Johnson  began  his  duties  as  superintendent  of 
Flat  Rock  Children's  Home,  Flat  Rock,  Ohio,  July  1,  1966. 
After  leaving  Otterbein  Home  in  September  1959  he  went  to 
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Estes  Park  Colo.,  as  supervisor  of  a  Y.M.C.A.  camp,  and 
later  worked  with  the  Farm  Bureau  in  Lebanon,  Ohio.  For 
approximately  five  years  he  was  assistant  superintendent  of 
the  E.U.B.  Home  and  Orphanage  at  Quiney,  Pa.,  before  going 
to  Flat  Rock. 

Dr.  V.  H.  Allman,  superintendent  of  Ohio  Sandusky  con- 
ference for  many  years,  now  lives  at  Bradenton,  Fla.  He  and 
Mrs.  Elnora  Wells,  matron  of  Marble  Hall,  were  married  Jan. 
1,  1961,  when  they  both  retired  from  Otterbein  Home. 

Dr.  Lawrence  N.  Main  served  two  tours  of  duty  at  Otter- 
bein Home.  He  was  field  secretary  and  treasurer  from  1948  to 
1951,  when  he  returned  to  Illinois  conference,  of  which  he 
was  a  member.  In  1954  he  returned  to  Otterbein  Home  as 
Director  of  Public  Relations,  but  again  returned  to  Illnois 
July  30,  1962.  He  is  now  retired  and  living  at  Sterling, 
111.  Dr.  Main  was  editor  of  the  Otterbein  Home  News 
quarterly  for  several  years.  He  is  now  promotion  director  of 
the  Central  Committee  of  Mid- West  Homes,  and  as  such  edits 
the  Mid-West  Home  news  which  is  issued  twice  yearly  and 
distributed  throughout  the  denomination,  especially  in  the 
supporting  areas  of  these  homes. 

Dr.  H.  L.  Lanahan,  field  secretary  from  August  1962  to 
July  1964,  had  been  pastor  of  the  Anderson,  Ind.,  First  E.U.B. 
church  for  30  years.  Upon  leaving  Otterbein  Home  he  took  up 
pastorate  of  the  Connersville,  Ind.,  E.U.B.  church,  and  con- 
tinues to  serve  there. 

Mrs.  Elta  Risley  Roberts  came  as  matron  of  Marble  Hall 
in  1953.  She  had  served  in  Africa  with  her  husband,  Rev. 
Frank  Risley.  After  his  death  in  1942,  while  pastor  at  Walker- 
ton,  Ind.,  she  was  granted  a  special  permit  to  preach  and 
conduct  rituals  of  the  E.U.B.  denomination.  She  served 
churches  at  Walkerton  and  Athens,  Ind.  She  became  head 
matron  of  Otterbein  Home  in  March  1954  and  continued  to 
October  1956.  She  married  Dr.  C.  J.  Roberts,  a  member  of 
the  Home,  Oct.  21,  1956.  They  lived  in  a  cottage  they  built, 
until  his  death.  After  her  health  declined  Mrs.  Roberts  lived 
in  Phillippi.  She  died  in  our  hospital  Aug.  27,  1965. 

Mrs.  Catherine  Sater  came  to  Otterbein  Home  as  house 
mother  for  junior  boys.  She  became  head  matron  in  Novem- 
ber 1956  and  retired  in  July  1959.  She  was  married  soon 
thereafter  to  Will  Beck  of  Lancaster,  Ohio.  Since  Mr.  Beck's 
death  she  has  continued  to  live  at  Lancaster,  and  occasionally 
visits  here. 
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Dr.  Virgil  Hunt  was  superintendent  of  White  River  con- 
ference in  Indiana  for  13  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
General  Conference  Commission  on  church  union  at  the  time 
of  the  merger  of  Evangelical  and  United  Brethren  denomina- 
tions. He  was  delegate  to  General  Conference  seven  times. 
His  wife  died  as  a  result  of  an  automobile  accident  in  1954. 
Dr.  Hunt  suffered  a  heart  attack  and  paralysis  in  1960,  and 
came  to  Otterbein  Home  April  4,  1961,  as  a  hospital  patient. 
He  continues  to  live  in  the  Nursing  Care  Center,  where  he  is 
unofficial  chaplain. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  L.  M.  Hohn,  superintendent  and  matron 
respectively,  built  a  cottage  on  the  east  side  of  Route  741, 
after  he  retired.  Dr.  Hohn  had  been  conference  superintend- 
ent of  Ohio  Miami  Conference  for  many  years.  After  he  re- 
tired, Dr.  Hohn  continued  to  keep  busy,  using  skills  he  had 
acquired  when  young.  He  cut  hair  of  men  and  boys  on  campus, 
reupholstered  furniture,  and  did  minor  repairs  to  such  things 
as  electrical  appliances,  and  even  replaced  screws  and  tem- 
plates in  members'  eyeglasses.  He  had  a  fully  equipped  work- 
shop in  his  basement,  and  used  it  daily.  He  died  after  a  short 
illness  Oct.  9,  1959.  Mrs.  Hohn,  who  had  been  in  ill  health, 
became  an  invalid  and  lived  out  her  remaining  days  in  our 
hospital.  She  died  Feb.  19,  1962. 

Bishop  A.  R.  Clipping er,  bishop  of  the  Central  Area  of 
E.U.B.  denomination,  was  president  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Otterbein  Home  for  32  years.  In  the  "Annual"  of  1921 
there  is  a  picture  of  him  captioned  "Our  New  Trustee."  He 
became  president  of  the  Board  the  next  year  and  served  until 
March  1954  when  he  retired.  Bishop  F.  L.  Dennis  succeeded 
him  in  the  Central  Area,  and  thereby  became  president  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Otterbein  Home.  Bishop  Clippinger  died 
suddenly  July  18,  1958.  His  sister,  Miss  Florence  Clippinger, 
came  to  Otterbein  Home  in  1965  and  resides  in  one  of  the 
cottages. 

Bishop  V.  0.  Weidler,  then  living  in  Kansas  City,  was 
elected  a  trustee  of  Otterbein  Home  in  1939  and  served  until 
his  death  in  1950.  His  wife,  Dora,  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Home.  She  occupies  a  cottage  with  Miss  Florence  Clippinger. 

Supt.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  King,  first  superintendent  and  ma- 
tron of  Otterbein  Home,  moved  to  Westerville,  Ohio,  and 
founded  a  boys'  dormitory  at  Otterbein  College,  which  bears 
their  name.  They  operated  the  dormitory  for  several  years. 
Dr.  King  died  in  January  1938.  Mrs.  King  continued  to  live 
in  Westerville  until  her  death  in  1955. 

SEE  DIRECTORY  NEXT  PAGE 
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THE  OTTERBEIN  HOME  OFFICIAL  DIRECTORY  -  1966 


Administrative  Staff: 

Charles  Dilgard,  Superintendent  and  Treasurer 

Officers  of  Board  of  Trustees : 

Bishop  Paul  M.  Herrick,  President 
William  K.  Messmer,  Vice  President 
Emerson  D.  Bragg,  Secretary 

The  Executive  Committee: 

William  K.  Messmer,  Chairman 
Emerson  D.  Bragg,  Secretary 

C.  H.  Ade,  L.  A.  Talbott,  Foster  Williams,  D.  D. 
Corl,  Bishop  Herrick,  Donald  W.  Gorbett,  Rex  Smith, 
J.  D.  Cotherman,  Paul  M.  Bilby 

The  Advisory  Committee: 

William  K.  Messmer 
Paul  M.  Herrick 
Emerson  D.  Bragg 

STANDING  COMMITTEES  FOR  QUADRENNIUM 

Building  and  Grounds:  Donald  W.  Gorbett,  chairman;  Wil- 
liam K.  Messmer,  Emerson  D.  Bragg,  D.  D.  Corl, 
Paul  Honan,  Frank  C.  Grandey,  Castro  Smith. 

Finance  and  Investment:  Henry  Ruegg,  Chairman;  William 
K.  Messmer,  Mary  McKenzie,  C.  D.  Welty,  Paul  M. 
Bilby,  Kenneth  Shively. 

Nominations:  D.  D.  Corl,  Chairman;  Castro  Smith,  Frank 
Heiple. 

Farm :  Paul  M.  Bilby,  Chairman ;  Frank  Heiple,  L.  A.  Talbott, 
Foster  Williams. 

Health  and  Welfare :  C.  D.  Ade,  Chairman ;  Rex  Smith,  Ben- 
nett Fulp,  J.  D.  Cotherman,  A.  L.  Brandyberry. 

Resolutions :  A.  L.  Brandyberry,  Chairman ;  J.  D.  Cotherman, 
Rex  Smith. 

TERMS  EXPIRE 

1970  Trustees  at  Large:  W.  K.  Messmer,  Frank  C.  Gran- 
dey, Kenneth  Shively;  also  D.  D.  Corl,  C.  D.  Ade, 
Rex  Smith,  Frank  Heiple,  Paul  Honan,  Henry  Ruegg, 
Bennett  Fulp,  Castro  Smith. 

1966  D.  W.  Gorbett,  J.  D.  Cotherman,  A.  L.  Brandyberry, 
Paul  Bilby,  Lawrence  Talbott,  Foster  Williams,  C. 

D.  Welty,  Bishop  Herrick,  Emerson  D.  Bragg. 
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